


Common Core State Standards:
L.1.4: Determine or 
clarify the meaning of 
unknown and multiple-
meaning words and 
phrases based on 
grade 1 reading and 
content, choosing 
flexibly from an array 
of strategies.

L.1.4.A: Use sentence-
level context as a clue 
to the meaning of a 
word or phrase. 



What’s Included?
My goal with this resource was to get absolutely everything 
you could need to teach your students about reading with 
context clues at any time in the school year. You will find:

• Whole group activities
• Centers
• Write the room activities
• Reading passages
• Graphic organizers
• Craftivity
• Anchor chart
• Small group activity

*This resource is also preloaded into Google Slides!*



Nonsense Word Sort
A great way to start teaching context clues is with made-up words. 
Kids will obviously never hear these words and so they have absolutely 
no schema about what they could be. They truly have to use the 
context clues to figure out what they are. 

In this activity, students sort the cards into what the nonsense word 
is and the short story that matches.



Reading Passages
There are reading passages for both nonsense words and real words. 
Students read the story, then determine what the word means by 
using the context clues. They will draw a picture of the story, write 
what the word means, and cite the text evidence of how they knew. 
There are 20 passages included (10 with nonsense words and 10 with 
real words).



Small Group Cards
There are three levels of 
these cards for you to 
differentiate among your 
reading small groups. 
Each level progresses 
with the sentence 
structure. To use, read 
the short passage. 
Together in your group, 
figure out what the bold 
word means. 



Nonsense Word Write The Room
Tape the cards in various 
places around the room. 
Students will walk around 
the room and answer the 
questions on their 
recording sheet.



Context Clue Write The Room
Tape the cards in various places around the room. Have students walk 
around the room to answer the questions on their recording sheet. 
This is the same as the nonsense words one, but these are real words! 
Real photographs are provided to help students determine the 
unknown, bolded word.



Graphic Organizers
These graphic organizers can 

be used with any book that has 
context clues.

When to use them:
ü Independent Reading
ü After a whole group 

reading
ü Listening Center
ü Reading Centers
ü Partner Reading
ü Small Groups



Airplane Activity
Time for an adventure! 
Pack your suitcase! 
Create the suitcase with 
a file folder or some 
construction paper. Then, 
take your students on a 
journey with their 
boarding passes! Each 
day, complete a boarding 
pass to learn more about 
airplanes! This activity 
would be fun to pair with 
some nonfiction books 
about airplanes. 



Centers
These activities are great for 
your guided reading centers 
when you are teaching about 
context clues! Here’s what’s 
included:

ü Nonsense Word Puzzle : 
Student piece together the 
picture with the short 
passage that matches.

ü Opposites Puzzle : Students 
match the opposites 
together.

ü Piece It: Students piece all 
the puzzle together for 
the context clue.



Preloaded on Google Slides
All activities were preloaded into Google Slides and some have interactive components as well.


